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A Research Methodology Workshop was conducted on 23 April 2025 from 1:30 to 3:30 PM for third-
semester English Honours students. Owing to space constraints, the first half of the workshop took
place in the Conference Room, while the second half was held in Room 7 of the Kusumpur Block. The

resource persons were Ms. Nitika Gulati from Shyama Prasad Mukherji College and Dr. Roshni from
Aryabhatta College.
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The workshop comprised two sessions. In the first, Ms. Gulati guided students in drafting a research
proposal by formulating a focused research question, articulating its rationale, and outlining a
suitable methodology. Employing a movie-pitch analogy, she underscored the importance of
intellectual curiosity, structural clarity, and critical framing, supported by examples and templates to

aid students in developing meaningful academic inquiries.



Writing the Rationalg

* So what? Who cares? Why now?

» The Rationale helps researchers:
— Justify the relevance of their research
— Connect their project to larger debates or
concerns
— Signal a sense of urgency or innovation
— |dentify a gap or tension in existing knowledge
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In the second session, Dr. Roshni highlighted the significance of proper citation in academic writing.
She clarified the distinctions between quoting, paraphrasing, and summarizing, introduced key
citation styles (MLA, APA, Chicago), and stressed the importance of avoiding plagiarism. Her session
included practical strategies, examples, and tools to support ethical and accurate scholarly
documentation.



An additional hour was devoted to hands-on practice, enabling students to craft structured research
proposals following MLA citation guidelines. It ended with a Vote of Thanks by Ms. Alka Lahera, the
Teacher-in-Charge of the Department of English.



